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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 PARIS 21702 101624Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 12 NEA-10 ISO-OO 10-13 CIAE-00 NSAE-00 
NSCE-00 SSO-OO ICAE-00 INRE-00 PM-05 H-01 INR-10 
L-03 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 /083 W 

074216 101630Z/11 

ZO 101618Z JUL 78 ZFF 4 

FM AMEMBASSY PARIS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC FLASH 4533 

INFO AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY ALGIERS IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY RABAT IMMEDIATE 

AMEMBASSY DAKAR IMMEDIATE 

DIA WASHDC IMMEDIATE 

EUCOM VAIHINGEN GER IMMEDIATE 

USNMR SHAPE IMMEDIATE 

CINCUSAFE IMMEDIATE 

CINCUSAREUR IMMEDIATE 

CINCUSNAVEUR IMMEDIATE 

SEC RET PARIS 21702 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PEPR, PINT, MR 
SUBJECT: COUP IN MAURITANIA 

1 . QUAI DEPUTY DIRECTOR IN CHARGE OF WEST AFRICAN 
AFFAIRS INFORMS US THAT THE INITIAL FRENCH IMPRESSION OF 
THE COUP IN MAURITANIA IS THAT IT WAS AN INTERNAL AFFAIR. 

AT THIS POINT QUAI JUDGMENT IS THAT COUP WILL NOT RESULT 
IN MAJOR CHANGE ("BOULVERSEMENT") IN MAURITANIAN 
FOREIGN POLICIES. IN PARTICULAR, IT DOES NOT APPEAR TO 
HAVE BEEN DIRECTED AGAINST THE ALLIANCE WITH MOROCCO 
AND NEED NOT, THEREFORE, BE A CAUSE FOR PARTICULAR CON- 
CERN TO MOROCCO. 

2. THE PERSONS APPARENTLY BEHIND THE COUP ARE WELL 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 PARIS 21702 101624Z 

KNOWN TO THE FRENCH. SOURCE WAS CAUTIOUS IN GIVING AN 
OPINION ON THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE COUP BECAUSE IT IS 
NOT YET CERTAIN THAT THE OSTENSIBLE COUP LEADERS ARE 
OR WILL REMAIN FULLY IN CONTROL. WE HAVE BEEN PRO- 
MISED A MORE THOROUGH READOUT TOMORROW WHEN THE QUAI 
HAS MORE INFORMATION AND HAS HAD A CHANCE FOR MORE 
DETAILED EVALUATION. 
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Copy: SINGLE 
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Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 20 Mar 2014 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978PARIS21702 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780282-0289 
Format: TEL 
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Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780779/aaaacoom.tel 

Line Count: 63 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: 83736078-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 
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Review Event: 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
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